
thesis:  fall semester

Site Project
california college of the arts
graduate program in design
fall 2020
paul montgomery
martin venezky

Introduction

This second prompt is meant to shake you up, change your point of view and 
perspective, but at the same time, help you define the important aspects of your 
topic and process as you work.

Prompts are especially useful when you find yourself stuck and keep repeating the 
same strategies and getting the same results. This prompt is very specific and 
limiting. That is a good thing. Subsequent assignments will become broader in 
scope.

Sometimes refining your topic involves changing it dramatically. This is not 
unusual or unexpected. If you find that your interest in the site pushes your thesis 
idea into a different territory, it is absolutely fine to adjust your topic accordingly. 

The prompt

Choose a window in the place where you live or work. Consider this your site of 
inquiry for the next several weeks. Use your chosen window to generate a project 
that involves your thesis topic. You will have limited time to invent, execute, 
complete and present the project, so plan accordingly. 

The deliverable

Although you may work in any media, and are encouraged to do so, the final 
presentation will be in the form of a video. You will also be asked to deliver a 
preliminary thesis abstract that will be forwarded to your midterm review panel 
before your reviews.

Considerations

… You will need to define the boundaries of your site.

… You will need to consider what “access” means and whether or not to achieve it.

… This is the last project you will complete before Thesis Midterm Reviews. So 
use it wisely to interrogate, solidify and define your thesis in as specific terms as 
possible. 

Schedule

fr 18  sep
Presentation of 
assignment.

tu 22  sep
Review of site and initial 
ideas. (Part 1)

fr 25  sep
Review of site and initial 
ideas. (Part 2)

tu 29 sep
Review work-in-progress 
(Part 1).

fr 2  oct
Review work-in-progress 
(Part 2).

tu 6  oct
Final presentation (part 1)
Written Preliminary 
Thesis Abstract due. This 
will be forwarded to your 
review panel to read 
before the reviews.

fr 9  oct
Final presentation (part 2)

sa 10  oct
MIDTERM REVIEWS


